Warfarin inhibits both procoagulant activity and metastatic capacity of Lewis lung carcinoma cells. Role of vitamin K deficiency.
Chronic vitamin K deficiency, either dietary or pharmacologically induced with warfarin, depressed significantly the growth of lung secondaries in a spontaneously metastasizing murine tumor, the Lewis Lung Carcinoma. This effect was associated with a marked depression of the procoagulant activity of cancer cells, which could contribute to fibrin deposition around the tumor. Cellular anticoagulation may thus be an important mechanism in the antimetastatic effect of warfarin.